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Failures require new thoughts on crime
The United States has the highest rate of
incarceration in the world, with approximately 707 people behind bars for every
100,000 residents. And the vast majority of
people incarcerated are members of minority groups, which leads to the issue of just
how equitably law enforcement is applied
in this country. A local scholar who studies issues related to law enforcement and
public policy is Morris Taylor, associate
professor and chair of the department of
public administration and policy analysis at
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.
Among the areas he has researched are
famous icons of law enforcement, particularly the life of New York City policeman
Frank Serpico, made famous by the 1973
film “Serpico,” which starred Al Pacino in
the title role.
“Serpico was one of my heroes,” said
Taylor, who himself served as a St. Louis
police officer. “He was a beacon of ethical behavior in the New York City police
department by doing things as simple as
not taking bribes, to uncovering massive
corruption.” Taylor said that the movie
was accurate, but that the conditions at the
NYPD were even worse than portrayed in
the film. For him, the Serpico case was a
wake up call for cleaning corruption out of
police departments throughout the nation.
“It showed that to work in law enforcement you are serving a higher calling, you
always need to keep the highest standards.
That is something I emphasize with my students,” said Taylor.
A native of St. Louis, Mo., Taylor obtained
his bachelor’s degree in liberal studies from
St. Louis University, his master’s in public
administration from SIUE and his doctorate
in public policy analysis and administration
in the area of social jurisprudence from St.
Louis University.
Someone once said that the quality of a
country could be measured by the quality
of its prisons. So, what can be said about the
United States in that regard? “The question
is whether having the highest rate of incarceration in the world has helped to reduce
crime,” explained Taylor. “And the answer
is no. That sends a clear message that we
need to do something else than just throwing people into jail.”
He said that he thinks we need to ask
ourselves more fundamental questions.
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Dr. Morris Taylor
What factors lead to criminality? Poverty?
Lack of education? “Our prison system is
so overcapacity that judges routinely rule
in favor of freeing non-violent criminals
because our prison system sometimes violates the Eighth Amendment prohibition
against cruel and unusual punishment.” He
gives as an example the case of low-level
drug offenders, who crowd jails and prisons
when they rarely represent a clear and present danger to society as a whole.
“That is why we hear even from con-
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There will be music from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The Edwardsville Moose
Lodge will be selling beer and concessions. IDs are required for alcoholic beverages.
Shoes, however, are not required at the tournament.
“It’s a lot of fun,” Obernuefemann said. “This is kind of what I
envisioned the first time. All the games are self-reffed. We obviously
like to follow the rules, but at the same point in time, it is a laid-back
atmosphere.
“We’ve had people come out that had played college volleyball, and
you can completely lose your bearing in the mud. It’s not the same
thing as playing normal volleyball.”
To sign up, complete the registration form at www.cityofedwardsville.com and then mail or deliver it to the City of Edwardsville Parks
and Recreation Department. The mailing address is 118 Hillsboro Ave.,
PO Box 407, Edwardsville, 62025.
The registration deadline is Aug. 28.
The first 32 teams to register will be guaranteed a spot in the tournament and a chance to compete for cash prizes. The top four places
will have payouts, with first place getting $200, second place grabbing
$100 and third and fourth place taking $50.
“We already have some teams signed up for it,” Obernuefemann
said.
All proceeds will be donated to the Main Street Community Center.
The end-of-the-summer tournament will give participants a chance
to give back to the community and get dirty.
“The whole idea of the tournament,” Obernuefemann said, “is to
come out here and have fun and play in the mud.”

CASSENS
Continued from Page 1
The club’s bistro bar will be turned into a speakeasy bar, a throwback to
the illegal pubs that were run during prohibition.
Attendees are encouraged to wear flapper dresses, tuxedos and other
‘20s attire to set the mood.
“It is a real elegant event,” Allaria said.
Silent auction items and sponsors are still needed for the event. There
are also a variety of partnership opportunities that are available, ranging
from $500 to $5,000.
All proceeds will go towards the Mary Crowley Cancer Research Center
in Dallas, where more than 4,700 patients have been enrolled in clinical
trials.
For information about the center, visit www.marycrowley.org.
The annual dinner is one of two major fundraisers done by Allison’s
Hope Foundation. There is also a golf outing in the spring.
Allison, who had a 16-month battle with colon cancer, was a teacher,
pilot and competitive swimmer. She also had the original idea for what is
now the Allison’s Hope Foundation.
“It was her dying wish in her will to have her friends use their talents
to raise funds and find a cure for cancer,” Allaria said. “That’s what her
parents have been on a mission to do ever since.”
For more information about the foundation, visit www.allisonshope.com
or call 656-5844.

WEATHER

servative voices that we should legalize
certain types of drugs,” he said, “because
they have created a serious problem in our
penal system.”
“We also execute a lot of people in the
U.S., which is another matter,” Taylor said,
adding that there is no evidence that shows
that the death penalty actually deters crime.
Taylor said that another issue impacting
the justice system is that the people in the
top 1 percent of the economic ladder are the
ones who most greatly influence public pol-

icy. This amount of political power, he said,
may explain why low-level drug users get
stiff prison terms while many of the people
behind the recent major financial crises not
only are free, but oftentimes receive financial
bonuses.
Race is another major influence on the system, said Taylor. “There was a judge in this
area who actually took a look at the statistics
of African-Americans having rates of incarceration higher that whites and he found out
that sentencing for the same types of crime

was also different according to race. This is
not to say that everybody in the system is
racist, but the pattern is there.”
Even some political agendas, such as to
be “tough on crime,” can impact the justice
system. Most state and federal courts have
mandatory minimum sentences for certain
crimes, which, according to Taylor, both clog
up the penal system and violate ideals of
fairness. “This is a huge issue in the U.S.,” he
explained. “There was a case of a person in
California who committed a third felony of
stealing a pizza and got a 20-year sentence.”
But what can be done to change things?
“You have to try to change how people
think,” Taylor said. “That is why it is important to move away from ‘technology fixes’
and focus on really understanding what is
behind these issues.”
In Europe, unlike in the United States, the
emphasis is more on rehabilitation instead
of punishment. Most of these countries
have far lower per capita crime rates than
we do. Is there anything we can learn from
that?
“There are differences in culture and ethnicity, but still we can learn from that experience,” said Taylor. “Rehabilitation works
better in the juvenile system than when
dealing with adults. The problem is that we
lack the political will for changes, especially
because of the lack of resources.”
One wonders if with all the new technologies that law enforcement agencies have at
their disposal, we have not only more police
but also better police.
“Better technology does not equate with
better policing,” said Taylor. “Sometimes
we find criminals better armed than law
enforcement. And when it comes to terrorism it can be even worse. The bottom line
lies not with technology, but how you think
about crime.”
Aldemaro Romero Jr. is the Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois
University Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,”
can be heard every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on
WSIE, 88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_
Arts_Sciences@siue.edu.

County offering energy assistance
For the Intelligencer
Although Madison County residents are today more concerned about staying cool as area temperatures exceed 90 degrees, it will not be long before air
conditioners are turned off and furnaces are turned on to combat sub-freezing temperatures. Despite the temperature, the one consistent factor is the
energy efficiency of residents’ homes.
Madison County Chairman Alan J. Dunstan today announced the Madison
County Community Development Office is accepting applications to assist
eligible homeowners and renters in Madison County with the installation of
energy saving measures to the applicant’s home.
“This is a program designed to help Madison County residents, particularly the elderly, disabled and those households with small children, stay cool
in the summer and warm in the winter,” Dunstan said. “By making a home
more efficient, it results in the conservation of energy and, importantly, lower
costs to cool or heat your home.”
The energy saving measures are provided to qualified owner occupied
applicants and renters, and include stopping air infiltration and general
cool/heat waste, insulating attics and sidewalls to a specified “R” factor,
caulking and weather-stripping, as well as addressing window problems.
The program also includes the inspection of furnaces for health and safety
and mechanical operation. If necessary, a new furnace may be installed.
Renter applicants receive the same weatherization measures, but a 50 percent landlord contribution is required for all mechanical work as well as a
$150.00 assessment fee.
Frank Miles, administrator of Madison County Community Development

which managers the program, said now is the time to complete an application. “The Midwest, and our area in particular, is known for temperature
extremes whether it’s triple digits in the summer or single digits in the winter. Now is a great time for homeowners to assess their respective heating
and cooling situation and, if necessary take the steps to address the problems,” Miles stated. “Because funds for the Madison County Weatherization
program are limited, we encourage qualified residents to make sure they
submit an application as soon as possible to take advantage of this worthwhile program.”
Funding for the Madison County Weatherization Program is provided
by the U.S. Department of Energy and the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services, as well the State of Illinois.
To receive weatherization assistance, a family’s gross income must fall
within the established guidelines:
FAMILY SIZE
30-DAY INCOME ANNUAL INCOME
$1,436
$17,235
1
2
$1,939
$23,265
3
$2,441
$29,295
4
$2,944
$35,325
5
$3,446
$41,355
6
$3,949
$47,385
7
$4,451
$53,415
8
$4,954
$59,445
Madison County residents interested in obtaining additional information
about the Weatherization Program should contact David Goodrich or Myrna
Amisch at Madison County Community Development, 618/692-8940.

The Fox to host Mannheim Steamroller
For the Intelligencer
Mannheim Steamroller will present the best the
holiday has to offer this season. The group will
perform live for two shows only in St. Louis at the
Fabulous Fox Theatre on December 9 & 10.
Tickets for Mannheim Steamroller at the Fox
Theatre are on sale online at MetroTix.com, by
calling 314-534-1111 or in person at the Fox Theatre
Box Office. Ticket prices start at $37.50. Prices are
subject to change; please refer to FabulousFox.
com for current pricing. Mannheim Steamroller is
part of the 2014 – 2015 U.S. Bank Broadway Series.
This year marks the 30th Anniversary of
the Christmas Tour and release of Mannheim
Steamroller Christmas, an album that revolutionized the Holiday Season music category. It’s also
the 40th Anniversary of Davis’ first album in his
Fresh Aire series, which pioneered the New Age
music category.
Grammy Award winner Chip Davis will
direct and co-produce Tour performances with
MagicSpace Entertainment. The show features
classic Christmas hits from Mannheim Steamroller
and multimedia effects in an intimate setting.
In addition to being a holiday tradition for many
families, the Mannheim Steamroller Christmas
Tour regularly attracts repeat attendance from
multi-generational guests and is one of the longest
running tours in the music industry.
Davis plans to release a new album, Mannheim

Steamroller 30/40, this fall. In celebration of
the 30th Anniversary Christmas Tour, tracks will
include Christmas fan favorites while selections
from Davis’ iconic Fresh Aire series and recordings by his daughter, Elyse, will celebrate 40 years
of ground-breaking sound.
Mannheim Steamroller has sold more than 40
million albums, 28 million in the Christmas genre.
With a total of twelve holiday CDs, an average of
eight Mannheim Steamroller Christmas albums
occupy Billboard’s Top Seasonal Chart every year.
With 19 gold, 8 multi-platinum and 4 platinum-certified records, Chip Davis is among an
elite group of artists that include U2, Jay-Z, and
The Beach Boys with such certifications.
From his longtime home in Omaha, Neb.,
Mannheim Steamroller creator Chip Davis makes
innovative music inspired by the sounds of another age. This former teacher and jingle writer
founded the music industry’s largest independent
recording label, American Gramaphone, in 1974
when industry executives said Davis’ innovative
18th century instrumental rock sound would
never sell. In addition to a Grammy Award,
Davis is largely credited with establishing the
New Age music category that revolutionized
the making and marketing of holiday music.
His first Christmas album was released in 1984;
the album’s success made Christmas records a
“must do” for all music artists. With more than
40 million total records sold including 28 million
Christmas albums, Mannheim Steamroller found-

er Chip Davis is the #1-selling Christmas artist of
all time.
Davis, one of the most successful entrepreneurs in the music industry, offers a rich array of
lifestyle products on www.mannheimsteamroller.
com including hot chocolate, food, apparel and
novelty items. His latest achievement is creating
a cutting edge psychoacoustic technology that is
being used in major medical institutions such as
Mayo Clinic and is also being studied by NASA
for potential use in space.
MagicSpace Entertainment is headed by Lee D.
Marshall, Joe Marsh, John Ballard, Steve Boulay
and Bruce Granath and has been producing and
presenting national tours, Broadway shows, concerts and museum exhibits worldwide for over
30 years. Consistently one of the top promoters
in North America, MagicSpace Entertainment
typically produces and presents more than 250
events in 75 cities per year. Broadway credits
include Donny & Marie – A Broadway Christmas,
The Who’s Tommy, American Idiot and RAIN - A
Tribute To The Beatles On Broadway. National
tour credits include Lord of the Dance created
by Michael Flatley, Jamie Hyneman and Adam
Savage starring in Mythbusters - Behind The
Myths, Alton Brown Live, Mannheim Steamroller
Christmas by Chip Davis, Donny & Marie
Christmas, RAIN – A Tribute to the Beatles, David
Copperfield, Jesus Christ Superstar, A Chorus
Line and concert tours by Janet Jackson, Cher, and
Fleetwood Mac to name just a few.

Continued from Page 1
Through Monday, July had experienced nine days with temperatures
reaching 90 or higher.
In comparison, the summer of 2012 saw 10 consecutive days – June 27
through July 6 – with temperatures of 100 or higher.
The low for the current month is 59, reached on both July 15 and 16.
Precipitation is also below normal by 2.14 inches with the July total
standing at 1.59 inches.
June’s numbers are reversed.
The average daily temperature was 78.1, 2.2 degrees above normal.
Precipitation for the month totaled 5.26 inches, .98 above normal.

CITY
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Welle said they want to get
approval of an architect to keep the
process moving so something can
be brought to the city council for

approval.
Finally, the committee discussed
a property on Lindley Avenue that
has come to the attention of the city
as being a possible hoarder.
Welle said the Edwardsville Fire
Department recently responded to
the home for a call of smoke or
steam coming from the attic.
Firefighters responded and
determined it to be steam because

of the heat, but once inside the conditions were deemed unsafe.
To make sure the person gets
the help they need, Welle said an
inspection will be completed and
a timeline put in place to address
the issue.
The issue may make it to the
courts, in which case there could be
court ordered help.
Public Safety Chair Janet Stack

asked if the person is cooperating.
Community Service Officers
from the Edwardsville Police
Department have been out there
and Welle said it appears the occupant is moving things around
instead of getting rid of anything.
Welle said this will be handled
as a team effort within the city and
other outside resources to get some
help for the individual.

